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Was Anne Elliot Truly Persuaded?:

On the Heroine’s Psychological Independence in Jane Austen’s Persuasion

Mamoru KADOTA

(Department of English, Nara University of Education)
Abstract

This essay on Jane Austen’s Persuasion examines how Anne Elliot overcomes the authority of
Lady Russell who opposes her marriage to Captain Wentworth. As a baronet’s daughter, Anne must pay
respect to the counsel of Lady Russell, who incidentally performs the role of the heroine’s dead mother
and represents the established order of the landed gentry. The class-based prejudice which supports
Anne’s conformity to Lady Russell’s conservatism gradually lessens its grip on the heroine’s mind as
she gains a wide variety of experiences at Uppercross, Lyme Regis, and Bath. Uppercross proves to be
the place where Anne senses the moral emptiness of the Musgroves as well as the captain’s unaffected
sincerity towards her. Lyme Regis drives home to Anne the blind forces of chance when Mr. Elliot
takes a fancy to her, and Louisa Musgrove receives severe injuries at the Cobb. Bath brings the grosser
aspects of the Elliots to the surface when they begin to lead a gay life in the din and bustle of the city.
The chance-driven story line allows Anne to meet Mrs. Smith, who exposes Mr. Eliot’s true identity and
illustrates the helplessness of a lower-class widow. As Mr. Eliot’s desire for wealth is brought to light,
Lady Russell admits that she has made a series of mistakes in choosing Anne’s partner. Despite the loss
of Lady Russell’s authority, Anne still feels reverence for her mentor and remains on friendly terms with
her upper-class friends. The heroine finally attains her psychological independence when she overcomes

her class-consciousness and accepts the forces of chance which may change the course of her life.
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“Walter Elliot, born March 1, 1760, married, July

15, 1784, Elizabeth, daughter of James Stevenson,

Esq. of South Park, in the county of Gloucester; by

which lady (who died 1801) he has issue Elizabeth,

born June 1, 1785; Anne, born August 9, 1787; a still-

born son, Nov. 5, 1789; Mary, born Nov. 20, 1791." (9)
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— “married, Dec. 16, 1810, Charles, son and heir of

Charles Musgrove, Esq. of Uppercross, in the county

of Somerset,” ... (9)
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She [Mrs. Clay] was a clever young woman, who

understood the art of pleasing; the art of pleasing,

at least, at Kellynch-hall; and who had made herself
so acceptable to Miss Elliot, as to have been already
staying there more than once, in spite of all that

Lady Russell, who thought it a friendship quite out of

place, could hint of caution and reserve. (19)
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She had a cultivated mind, and was, generally

speaking, rational and consistent—but she had

prejudices on the side of ancestry; she had a value
for rank and consequence, which blinded her a little
to the faults of those who possessed them. Herself,

the widow of only a knight, she gave the dignity of a

baronet all its due; ... (15)
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Mary had acquired a little artificial importance, by

becoming Mrs. Charles Musgrove; ... (11)
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Mary had merely connected herself with an old
country family of respectability and large fortune, ...
(11)
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“What! Every comfort of life knocked offl Journeys,

London, servants, horses, table—contractions and

restrictions every where. To live no longer with the

decencies even of a private gentleman! No, he would
sooner quit Kellynch-hall at once, than remain in it

on such disgraceful terms.” (17)
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Lady Russell was fond of Bath in short, and

disposed to think it must suit them all; ... (18)
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“The profession has its utility, but I should be sorry

to see any friend of mine belonging to us.” (22)
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“T wish you [Anne] could persuade Mary not to be

always fancying herself ill,” was Charles’s language;

and, in an unhappy mood, thus spoke Mary ; —" I do
believe if Charles were to see me dying, he would
not think there was anything the matter with me.

I am sure, Anne, if you would, you might persuade

him that I really am very ill —a great deal worse

than I ever own.” (40)
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“Captain Wentworth is not very gallant by you,

Anne, though he was so attentive to me. Henrietta

asked him what he thought of you, when they went

away; and he said, You were so altered he should

not have known you again.” " (53)
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“Yes, here I am, Sophia, quite ready to make a
foolish match. Any body between fifteen and thirty
may have me for asking. A little beauty, and a few
smiles, and a few compliments to the navy, and I am

a lost man. Should not this be enough for a sailor,

who has had no society among women to make him

nice?” (54)
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“Charles may say what he pleases,” cried Mary
to Anne, as soon as he was out of the room, “but it
would be shocking to have Henrietta marry Charles

Hayter; a very bad thing for ker, and still worse

for me; and therefore it is very much to be wished

that Captain Wentworth may soon put him quite
out of her head, and I have very little doubt that he
has. She took hardly any notice of Charles Hayter

vesterday.” (66)
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She had a strong impression of his having said,

in a vext tone of voice, after Captain Wentworth’

s interference, “You ought to have minded me,

Walter, I told you not to teaze your aunt;” and could

comprehend his regretting that Captain Wentworth

should do what he ought to have done himself. (69)
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Anne could only feel that Charles Hayter was wise.

(70)
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“What glorious weather for the Admiral and my
sister! They meant to take a long drive this morning;
perhaps we may hail them from some of these hills.
They talked of coming into this side of the country.
I wonder whereabouts they will upset to-day. Oh! it
does happen very often, I assure you — but my sister
makes nothing of it—she would as lieve be tossed as
not.” (71-72)
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“Ahl You make the most of it, I know,” cried
Louisa, “but if it were really so, I should do just the
same in her place. If I loved a man, as she loves the
Admiral, I would be always with him, nothing should
ever separate us, and I would rather be overturned
by him, than driven safely by anybody else.” (72)
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It was spoken with enthusiasm.
“Had you?” cried he, catching the same tone; “I
honour youl” And there was silence between them
for a while. (72)
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“Here is a nut,” said he, catching one down from an
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upper bough. “To exemplify, — a beautiful glossy nut,
which, blessed with original strength, has outlived all
the storms of autumn. Not a puncture, not a weak
spot any where.— This nut,” he continued, with
playful solemnity, — "while so many of its brethren
have fallen and been trodden under foot, is still in
possession of all the happiness that a hazelnut can
be supposed capable of.” Then, returning to his
former earnest tone: "My fist wish for all, whom
I am interested in, is that they should be firm. If
Louisa Musgrove would be beautiful and happy in
her November of life, she will cherish all her present
(74-75)
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powers of mind.”
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She [Anne] saw how her own character was
considered by Captain Wentworth; and there had been
just that degree of feeling and curiosity about her in his
manner, which must give her extreme agitation. (75)
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Anne found herself by this time growing so much
more hardened to being in Captain Wentworth's
company than she had at first imagined could ever
be, that the sitting down to the same table with him
now, and the interchange of the common civilities
attending on it— (they never got beyond) was
become a mere nothing. (84)
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They ascended and passed him; and as they
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passed, Anne’s face caught his eye, and he looked
at her with a degree of earnest admiration, which
she could not be insensible of. She was looking
remarkably well; her very regular, very pretty
features, having the bloom and freshness of youth
restored by the fine wind which had been blowing
on her complexion, and by the animation of eye
which it had also produced. It was evident that the
gentleman, (completely a gentleman in manner)
admired her exceedingly. Captain Wentworth looked
round at her instantly in a way which shewed his
noticing of it. He gave her a momentary glance,

—a glance of brightness, which seemed to say,

“That man is struck with you,— and even I, at this

moment, see something like Anne Elliot again.” (87)
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He declares himself, that coming to Lyme for a

month, did him more good than all the medicine he

took; and, that being by the sea, always makes him

feel young again. Now, I cannot help thinking it a

pity that he does not live entirely by the sea. I do

think he had better lieve Uppercross entirely, and fix

at Lyme. (86)
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.. she had only time, however, for a general
answer, and a wish that such another woman were
at Uppercross, before all subjects suddenly ceased,
on seeing Louisa and Captain Wentworth coming
towards them. They came also for a stroll till
breakfast was likely to be ready: ... (87)
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“You will stay, I am sure; you will stay and
nurse her;” cried he, turning to her and speaking
with a glow, and yet a gentleness, which seemed
almost restoring the past.— She coloured deeply;
and he recollected himself, and moved away. —
She expressed herself most willing, ready, happy to
remain. ‘Tt was what she had been thinking of, and
wishing to be allowed to do.— A bed on the floor
in Louisa’s room would be sufficient for her, if Mrs.
Harville would but think so.” (95-96)
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Sir Walter talked of his youngest daughter; “Mr.

Elliot must give him leave to present him to his

youngest daughter.” (116)
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Every thing united in him; good understanding,

correct opinions, knowledge of the world, and a

warm heart. He had strong feelings of family-

attachment and family-honour, without pride or
weakness; he lived with the liberality of a man of
fortune, without display; he judged for himself in
every thing essential, without defying public opinion

in any point of worldly decorum. (119)
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“Good company requires only birth, education and

manners, and with regard to education is not very

nice. Birth and good manners are essential.” (122)
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“Here and there, human nature may be great

in times of trial, but generally speaking it is its

weakness and not its strength that appears in a sick
chamber; it is selfishness and impatience rather than

generosity and fortitude, that one hears of.” (126-27)
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“Let me recommend Mr. Elliot. I am sure you hear

nothing but good of him from Colonel Wallis; and

who can know him better than Colonel Wallis?”

(157-58)
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“Mr. Elliot is a man without heart or conscience; a

designing, wary, cold-blooded being, who thinks only

of himself, who, for his own interest or ease, would
be guilty of any cruelty, or any treachery, that could
be perpetrated without risk of his general character.”

(160)
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Lady Russell was now perfectly decided in her
opinion of Mr. Elliot. She was as much convinced of
his meaning to gain Anne in time, as of his deserving
her. (129)
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“If I was wrong in yielding to persuasion once,

remember that it was to persuasion exerted on the

side of safety, not of risk. When I yielded, I thought it
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was to duty; but no duty could be called in aid here.

In marrying a man indifferent to me, all risk would

have been incurred, and all duty violated.” (197)
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“T could think of you only as one who had yielded,

who had given me up, who had been influenced by

any one rather than by me. I saw you with the very
person who had guided you in that year of misery.

I had no reason to believe her of less authority now.

— The force of habit was to be added.” (197)
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“Not yet. But there are hopes of her being
forgiven in time. I trust to being in charity with her
soon. But I too have been thinking over the past, and
a question has suggested itself, whether there may
not have been one person more my enemy even than
the lady? My own self.” (198-99)
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There was nothing less for Lady Russell to do, than

to admit that she had been pretty completely wrong,
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and to take up a new set of opinions and of hopes.

(200)
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She had humoured, or softened, or concealed his

failings, and promoted his real respectability for

seventeen years. (10)
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His profession was all that could ever make her

friends wish that tenderness less; the dread of future

war all that could dim her sunshine. (203)
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