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This paper attempts to especially clarify today’s effectiveness on class size and school size in the U.S.A.
The contents are as follows :

1. The effects on class size meta-analysis by Glass and Smith.

2. Tennessee’s Star Initiative, Project Challenge and Lasting Benefits Study.

3. Class Size Reduction in California.

4. Outcomes on Small Schools and Tennessee’s Case Study.

In conclusion, my findings are as follows.

By the 1970s, the general consensus regarding the efficacy of reducing class size to improve educational

outcomes was, at best, that the research was inconclusive.
However, in September of 1978, Glass and Smith published a meta-analysis of reduced class-size studies in
which they considered the results to have “established clearly that reduced class-size can be expected to
produce increased academic achievement” major benefits being accrued when class size is reduced below 20
students. In 1979., Glass and Smith published a second reduced class-size meta-analysis examining affective
measures in which they found that reducing class size results in increases in student interest and teacher
morale as well as changes in teacher practices. Rather than settling the class-size size issue, however, these
studies set off a debate with other reserchers. These researchers criticized the meta-analytic studies’
methodology, the reliance on few studies, interpretations which they viewed as contradictory, and conclusions
they felt were overgeneralized. As a result, they cautioned against the use of these findings in developing
educational policy.

In 1985, researchers in Tennessee initiated Project STAR (Student Teacher Achievement Ratio), a
centerpiece of Governor Lamar Alexander’s major education reform. Designed as true educational experiment,
Project STAR employed random assignment of more than 6,000 students and teachers at 76 sites to different
class-size conditions, used outside testing monitors at schools sites, and three class-size treatments for pupils
who entered kindergarten (K) in 1985 (or grade 1 in 1986) and who progressed through grade 3. Students were
randomly assigned to one of three class-size conditions : 1) a small (S) class of about 15 students, 2) a
regular (R) class of about 25 students, or 3) a regular class with a full-time teacher aide (RA).

What has been learned? Of greatest importance, definitive data shows that small classes produce
immediate (K-3) and long-term (through grade 8) lasting benefits on student achievement for all types of
students, in all locations and in all subjects. The effects are increased with the K-3 full treatment of small
classes.

»  Small classes are better, especially in the early years of schooling and aid students in gaining better

usage of fundamental skills in reading and mathematics, which influence later schooling.

» Students in small classes have relatively fewer disclipline problems.
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» The small classes seem to reduce the negative effects of big schools.
« Students in small classes are more engaged and participate more in small classes and this may
influence dropout rates and graduation, as well as improving achievements.

The K-3 Class Size Reduction Initiative in California, inaugurated in the summer of 1996, called for a
student-to-teacher ratio of 20 to 1. County offices of education in California have asked parents, teachers and
principals what they think about the effectiveness of class size reduction. Survey finds overwhelming support
for class size reduction. But as one of the problems, to comply with the requirements of a class size reduction
initiative, school districts have offered full-time, paid positions to uncertified student teachers. Universities
that train teachers face the dilemma of maintaining high standards while responding to state needs.

Further more numerous studies confirm that small schools lead to improved student achievement and

enable educators to realize many of the other goals of school reform.

Key Words . class size, school size, Tennessee Star Project





