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My heart leaps up when I behold
A rainbow in the sky.

So was 1t when my life began;

So 18 1t now [ am a man;

So be 1t when I shall grow old,
Or let me die!

The Child 1s father of the Man;

And [ could wish my days to be

Bound each to each by natural piety.
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... While I was getting into bed he wrote the

Rainbow
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... William very nervous--after he was in bed

haunted with altering the Rainbow
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[t was a strange night. The hills were
covered over with a slight covering of hail or
snow, just so as to give them a hoary winter
look with the black Rocks. The woods looked
miserable, the coppices green as grass which
looked quite unnatural and they seemed half
shrivelled up as if they shruck from the air. O
thought I' what a beautiful thing God has
made winter to be by stripping the trees and
letting us see their shapes and forms. What a
freedom does 1t seem to give to the storms!
There were several new flowers out but [ had

no pleasure in looking at them...
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And God said, This 1s the token of the cove-
nant which I make between me and you and
every living creature that is with you, for
perpetual generations;

[ do set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be
for a token of a covenant between me and the



Willhlam Wordsworth's Poem “The Rainbow” Again 7

earth.

And 1t shall come to pass, when I bring a could
over the earth, that the bow shall be seen in
the cloud:

And T will remember my convenant, which 1s
between me and vou and every living creature
of all flesh; and the waters shall no more
become a flood to destroy all flesh.

And the bow shall be in the cloud; and I will
look upon 1t, that I may remember the ever-
lasting covenant between God and erery lLiving
creature of all flesh that 1s upon the earth.
And God said unto Noah, This 1s the token of
the covenant, which I have eatablished between

me and all flesh that is upon the earth.
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Fro, BEO [+ 28] (“The Book of the
Prophet Ezekiel™) 033 1 ZH8Ei1TN,

As the appearance of the bow that 1s 1n the
cloud m the dav of rain, so was the appearance
of the brightness round about. This was the
appearance of the likeness of the glory of the
Lord. And when I saw 1t, I fell upon myv face,

and [ heard a voice of one that spake.
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And he said unto me, Son of man, stand upon
thy feet, and I will speak unto thee

And the spirit entered into me when he spake
unto me, and set me upon my feet, that [ heard

him that spake unto me,
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Dear Child! dear Girl! that walkest with me here,
If thou appear untouched by solemn thought,
Thy nature is not therefore less divine:

Thou liest in Abraham's bosom all the year;
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And worshipp’st at the Temple’'s inner shrine,

God being with thee when we know it not.
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For ve are all children of God by faith in
Christ Jesus.

For as many of you as have been baptized into
Christ have put on Christ.

There 1s neither Jew nor Greek,there 1s neither
bond nor free, there is neither male nor female;
for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.

And if ye be Christ’'s, then are ye Abraham'’s

seed, and heirs according to the promise.
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Abraham begat I[saac; and Isaac begat Jacob;
and Jacob begat Judas and his brethren;

And Judas begat Phares and Zara of Thamar;
and Phares begat Esrom; and Esrom begat
Aram;

And Aram begat Aminadab;and Aminadab
begat Naasson; and Naasson begat Salmon:
And Salmon begat Booz of Rachab; and Booz
begat Obed of Ruth: and Obed begat Jesse:
And Jesse begat David the king: and David the
king begat Solomon of her that had been the

wife of Urias;

S WAN:

And Jacob begat Joseph the husband of Mary,

of whom was born Jeaus, who 1s called Christ.
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When [ was a child, T spake as a child, I
understood as a child, I thought as a child; but
when I became a man, [ put away childish

things.
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Gospel According to St.Luke”) D FE16EF2267 LK
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And 1t came to pass, that the beggar died, and
was carried by the angels into Abraham’s
bosom: the rich man also died, and was buried;
And 1n hell he Lifted up his eyes, being in
torments, and seeth abraham afar off, and
Lazarus in his bosom.

And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have
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mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may
dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my
tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.

But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in
thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, and
hkewise Lazarus evil things: but now he 1is
comforted, and thou art tormented.

TI7I0ahGok, TFE Boliasin, i
BAERLOVLDEZF, 5HF 0D HIEEOLDEZT 2,
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BAS, AT X9 —-23F> 0K, LT, [FEA
T, HBONT, HARICLTELABLELL] -tk
BEHOED FI 0 @d3nuned, €T, o0
i, i bic#ENONT, 775N aDHET AT
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Behold. all souls are mine; as the soul of the
father, so also the soul of the son in mine: the
soul that sinneth, 1t shall die.
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TLWBDbE, HbNEV, FBEILL TSN E AT,
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D [xxF5] (“Ezra”) OF 7T EE 9 TN

For upon the first day of the first month
began he to go up from Babylon,and on the
first day of the fifth month came he to
Jerusalem, according to the good hand of his
God upon him.

LI EhTVE THOEAOFE] %, FAT-—Z7 -
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VIE, E#F M 25ABA B TEEOES> Z &K
CA2&3. HAFAD Y — X7 — 2 38 2 LR
(Pantheism) ICHEffH STV B L WS T ETH B,
HRS B0 I0E, —UITARMTHEY, MR
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TRbE, FHOMWAKEE (75 7 <~ =Brahman)
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Wie, BEITH 2, /o, FU Y+ BELINICEL,
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1749-1832) . ¥ 2 V) v 7 (Friedrich Wilhelm
Joseph von Schelling,1775-1854) s LB H £/ 2
NICBT 2L L TEBEIY,
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She (=The Child)was perfectly quiet now, but
not asleep--only soothed by sweeet porridge and
warmth into that wide-gazing calm which
makes us older human beings, with our inward
turmozil, feel a certain awe in the presence of a
little child, such as we feel before some yuiet
majesty or beauty in the earth or sky--before a
steady glowing planet, or a full-flowered
eglantine, or the bending trees over a silent

pathway.
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7-20 ] OAFEM#HL TH2 X5, NEE
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Ao E N BEROR I, KL%, &
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FOEEEK,D > TA S E, QRFAT -7 — 20K
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BERAELZICEL S, - BiioxEb &4<H
CbDTHBLEME LIV, NIBTLELARDTH B,
HiZ, =04y FEREFOBUEDOKRDL D2, 41 v
Sy RIREhTWAHEVWETFD [AVnEEE -1 K
fi| OFEEED DI,

In old davs there were angels who came and
took men by the hand and let them away from
the aity of destruction. We see no white-winged
angels now. But vet men are led away from
threatening destruction: a hand 1s put into
theirs, which leads them forth gently towards a
calm and bright land, so that thev look no
more backward: and the hand may be a httle
child’s.

Av 75y MGEORBN T AHLABERICKS &
ARDFAEE T, WL 2B om0 i, A%
AN - TITS R BN E -7, EVHIDHE, Th
IBEEE O 8] OEI9ES 1 Hih o FE29F“ % T
BestlanTha [ 2 A0S o b ] (two angels and
Lot) KE2hIMOBTEELHEIALEHVETH B,
[ U 7287 ) (the city of destruction) & W5 D,
Z DN,

Then the Lord rammed upon Sodom and upon
Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the Lord

out of heaven.

EHERENTVWAB [V FLDHET] (Sodom) %/R4 DT
bb, miclzEEdN, =)ty bE SHTE, 20
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BT R, 5 PO TRAI DA A=Y bR INTH
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[FR8E) ThrELMCIERE, cnE e
bREFOMASHNEEDAEEET S| 0D EKT
HHH, HAT— X7 20> THEFIRADRT
5] E0S THRET) . OV HCBEET 20
Whb- 1 KEOERDLY TH->T. KALLBEEEZ A
LW Ot SO L Tw <, EdhHI0iEs5, £
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RATLHZEHMIBIHLZOVEANE, P LEVLTYL,
EAHfW R EDR,

KEWHI DG, BET M, bbAA, EHD [< 5
1 OEEE] 0% 6 F=H I iz

After this manner therefore prav ye: Our
Father which art in Heaven, Hallowed be thy

name.
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Rk ] DREFPPA X —VFTEH0TH D MR 1

L

iE

(1 )Thomas Hutchinson, The Poetical Works of
Wordsworth, (London: Oxford
Press, 1961), p.62.

(2)Machio Yoshitake, My Favourite English Poems
(Tokvo : Chuukvo-shutupan, 1970), p.58.

(3)Torajiro Sawamura, Select Poems of William

University

Wordsworth, Kenkvusha English Classics (To-
kvo:Kenkvusha, 1925), pp.180-181.

(4) Yutaka Tauno, French Revolution’s Night Talk
(Tokyo: Asahi Newspaper Press Co., LTD.
1960). P.4.

(5)Ibid., p.5.

(6)Ibid., p.6.

( 7 )Mary Moorman, ed. Journals of Dorothy
Wordsworth: The Alfoxden Journal 1798, The
Grasmere Journals 1800-1803. Second Edition
(London: Oxford University Press. 1978),
P 106.

(8)Ibiud.. p.125.

(9)1bid.

(10)The Holv Bible, Containing the Old and New
Testaments (London : Collins’ Clear-Type Press),
p.12.

(11)1wd..p.733.

(12)Ibwd.

(13)N\ie Tkeda, trans. “Phaedo,” vol. 1. in Plato, 2
vols. gen ed Nichitaro Tanaka (Tokyo : Chuo
koro nsha, 1978). p.523.

(14)Hutchinson, p.205.

(15)The Holy Bible, p.191.

(16)Ibid., p.3.

AN Ibid., p.176.

(18)Ibud., p.81.



William Wordsworth's Poem “The Rammbow™ Again 81

(19 Ibid., p.748. (22)Ibud., p.131.
(20)Ibid., p.467. (23)1bid., p.19-20.
(21)David Carroll, ed. George Eliot : Silas Marner, @) Ibid.

the Weaver of Reveloe, Penguin Classics (Lond (25)1bud., p.7.

on . Penguin Books, 1996), P.118

On Willilam Wordsworth’s Poem “The Rainbow” Again

Kihachiro OKUDA
(Department of English & American Literature, Nara University of Education, Nara 630-8528, Japan)

(Received Aprill, 1999)

Willhlam Wordsworth (1779-1850) was a British poet whose most important poem titld “The Rainbow” was
written on March 26th, Friday. in 1802, and altered on May 14th, Friday, in, 1802,and published 1n 1807.
According to his friend Samuel Tavlor Coleridge (1772-1834). his seniors severely criticized the poem as
despicable puerility

The purpose of this paper 1s to help vou become a better reader of English poems. Why? Simply because
poetry conveys the basic rhythm and beat of the language.

This best easy short poem of “The Rambow”can be appreciated 1n a full way by all of us. The key to this
appreciation lies 1n understanding how the poet manipulates and draws upon our own attitudes and responses
m order to create the meanings of the poem.

This paper analyzes the rules of prosodv of the poem “My heart / leaps up / when I / be-hold” (1ambic
tetrametre), “A ram / -bow 1n / the skv” (1ambic trimetre), ... “Or let / me die!” (lambic dimetre), . ..and
“Bound each / to each / by nat / -u-ral p1 / -e-ty” (iambic pentametre). This metre 1s a regular one. The
poem also has a regular correspondence of sounds,especially at the ends of lines (=abccabeb). This 1s also a
regular rhyme The author in this paper examines the symbols and imagery of “ramnbow (=bow),”

“child,” *father,” and “man,”on the basis of the Bible containing the Old and New Testaments.

Key Words: French Revolution, the language of ordinary speach, the Bible





