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An Introduction of Sexuality Education in Primary School

Seiya Gorto and Hiroko Takamorr
(Department of Pedagogy, Nava University of Education, Nara 630, Japan)
(Received April 28, 1994)

The discussion of sexuality education has been the most controversial issue since 1990.
The revision of the Course of Study has led to teach sexuality in the subjects of natural sci-
ence and health education.

There are many problems to solve what should be the content of sexuality education,
how to teach and what extent we are supposed to teach to. Teaching sexual intercourse, as a
matter of course, is the most embarrassing question for every teachers in primary schools.

Now in Japan, sex-educationists’ views of teaching of sexual intercourse are divided into
two groups. Both groups agree that sexuality education is not only illustrating genitals and
teaching their function, but respectively showing their own ideas about content and the way
how to teach that.

One group insists that they need not teach genitals because the mere teaching of genitals
could not be sexuality education, while the others assert that without to teach genitals they
could not give the true recognition of sexuality.

According to those separate standpoints, the former asserts that we should not include
the sexual intercourse in sexuality education, but the latter asserts that we must include the
sexual intercourse as the essential item of sexuality education. Here we take the stand of the
latter opinion.

In the case of primary school children, we might sometimes feel embarrassed in teaching
the sexual intercourse, but considering the circumstance around children, the harmful effects
were instilled by mass media, of which we are afraid they can often be inadequate or un-
necessary sorts of imformation. So we should throw a new light on the sex or sexuality and
lead children to the right direction.

We inquired into the prevailing state in primary schools in Nara Prefecture about the
sexuality education (their teaching plans, method and content etc.).

We knew the following facts. In 90% or more of schools inquired sexuality education is
under way, and they refer to the teaching of sexual intercourse, 36% of the whole schools
actually introduced it into their class, and 37% think about translating their plans into prac-
tice at an early stage. The teachers of such schools have tried to answer to childrens’ ques-
tions correctly.

However there are many ptoblems awaiting solution with our efforts. We have to press
for the sexuality education including the item of sexual intercourse as the key matters.

For that purpose we must research many problems; such as teachers'concern about sex-
uality, the decision upon more specified content of sexuality education, increasing the oppor-
tunity of teachers in-service training, the development of teaching materials or tools, the
negotiation with parents about sexuality education, and all that.





