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Abstract

Recently, many kinds of teaching methods have been developed for art appreciation. However, it

appears that in many educational situations the learning objectives of art appreciation are not clarified.

This study aims to clarify the effect of language activities on students’ understanding of fine art in junior

high school. In the experimental lesson, students undertook an appreciation of an abstract painting.

At the start of the lesson, some students considered the abstract painting to be a reproduction of

actual scenery. However, through the activity of drawing the abstract painting as a visual or physical

expression, students experienced comprehensive thinking about abstract expression. In addition,

they realized that the abstract painting was not a reproduction of actual scenery. Moreover, through

descriptions of their own thoughts, students were able to form an understanding of abstract painting.

Through the above discussion, we conclude that language activities are effective in assisting students to

understand fine art in art appreciation lessons.
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