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Abstract

This study is intended to present in a concrete manner the key points of “common items for each
activity,” which have been added to the “Content” of the Music edition of the current course of study
for junior high school students. “Common items for each activity” are commonly necessary to develop
the abilities for “Music-Making” and “Appraising” and, therefore, efforts should be made to devise
ways to provide sufficient instruction in each activity for “Music-Making” and “Appraising”.

Among the issues concerning instruction of “common items for each activity” are; i . How they
should be taught in relation to music activities; ii. How students should be made to understand the
terms and symbols which represent the elements that shape music and their functions; iii. Whether it
is legitimate to teach elements of Japanese traditional music in the same manner as those of Western
music; iv. For the elements that are included among “common items for each activity” at both
elementary and junior high schools, what specifically is different between what is required of
elementary students and what is required of junior high school students; and v. How it should be
taught that acquiring “common items for each activity” will be of use in students’ lives.

In this study, three cases of junior high school music classes teaching the “common items for each
activity” are presented and their teaching methods and results are analyzed from the perspectives of
issues i, ii, and iii above. In so doing, this study attempts to suggest an accurate interpretation of
the “common items for each activity,” which are meant to overcome the problems of the conventional

“conceptual approach,” and a teaching method based on such an interpretation.
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