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A Study on School Nursing Education in the Institute for
Educational Leadership (IFEL)
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(Department of Health and Physical Education, Nara University of Education, Nara 630-8528, Japan)
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Right after World War II, the General Headquarters (GHQ) of the allied forces occupation conducted a drastic
reform of the Japanese education system. As part of this reform, 8 Institutes for Educational Leadership (IFEL) were
held for 9.374 educators from 4 October 1948 to 28 March 1952. The Civil Information and Education Section (CIE) of
the GHQ had expressed sharp criticism of past Japanese school education in the Report of the United States Education
Mission to Japan (United States Government Printing Office.1946). In that report it stated that “Instruction in health
appears to be seriously lacking in the elementary school. There is practically no teaching either of physiology or of
hygiene"-a scrious omission.

Three IFEL sessions on school nursing were held, in which 84 school nursing teachers participated. How these
courses and workshops on school nursing functioned was not known up to now, and there have been no major
research reports about the IFEL school nursing program. We recently found mimeographed copies of Study Reports
issued by the Institute for Educational Leadership's 5th Session, X X II School Nursing, edited by the IFEL in 1950
—1951. which we have analyzed. It closely resembles the content of today's Japanese school nursing teacher's duties.

Today's Japanese school nursing teacher system is considered to be better than the system used in the USA and
that the School Education Law should be revised so that in school affairs the school nursing teacher should have

charge not only of school nursing but of health education as well.

Key Words: Institute for Educational Leadership, school nursing education, school nursing teacher





