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The aim of this study is to improve the fact that many students have poor listening skills in Japan. Weak-
ness in listening obstructs dialogues and conversations. Our research and the research by “KOE TO KOTOBA
NO KAI” describe this weakness in listening, too.

This weakness originated in insufficient listening guidance in Japanese. “Listening” was not indicated
even in “KAISEI SHOGAKKOREI (the Course of Study for elementary schools)” in 1900. This has been influenc-
ing the listening guidance in Japanese. There were a few excellent practices by Shotaro Okuno, Mitsushige
Minegi, Eikichi Kurasawa, Hama Omura and so on. But as far as listening guidance is concerned, there were
few practices.

The Course of Study was reviewed in 1968. At that time, Kenji Morioka, a vice chairperson, made light of lis-
tening in Japanese. His utterance promoted the public tendency to regard listening guidance as school disci-
pline. The Revised Course of Study in 1989 changed this bad habit. But we are still confronted with many dif-
ficulties. We must struggle with these difficulties.

In this study, we use not [H { (hearing) but §# < (listening), We are following the theory verified by Mit-
suko Saito and English teaching methodology. We take up positive attitude in listening. ‘

We draw up a model of a listening process. It depends on the phonetic model by Shinichi Masuda. It is cha-
racterized by the activity connected with sending out messages. And we also attach great importance to the fee-
dback in the process of “receiving—examination—creation.”

We present a list of listening abilities. This depends on the preceding literature and the realities of our stu-
dents.

The study of listening guidance has just begun. We will continue to reinforce the theory in dialogues

and conversations.

Key Words: listening, a model of a listening process, a list of the listening ability





