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Effects of Presentation of a Picture Book
on Children’s Story Comprehension

Yasuchika Imar & Maki Uepa
(Department of Psychology, Nara University of Education, Nara 630, Japan)
(Received April 30, 1992)

The purouse of this study was to examine effects of presentation of a picture book
on children’s story comprehension in reading the book.

The subjects were 48 second, 4 th, and 6th graders in each grade. A picture book
titled “Ten no fue” (The twitterings in heaven) by Ryusuke Saito & Seiji Fujishiro was
read by the experimenter in each classroom. For half of the subjects in each class the
experimenter read orally the story with presenting the picture book. For the remaining
subjects the experimenter read orally the story without presenting the picture book.
After then the subjects were asked to write the answers to the story comprehension test.

The main findings of this study were as follows:

(1) The score of the comprehension test was highest for the 6th graders and
lowest for the 2 nd graders.

(2) Childen’s story comprehension was significantly facilitated by presenting the
picture book for the 6 th graders, but not facilitated for the 2 nd and 4 th graders.

These results suggest that there are developmental differences in children’s story
comprehension and that children’s story comprehension is not always facilitated by pre-
senting the picture book.





