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Sharing “Essential Requirements for Cooperation” in Large Class:

Practice and Study for Independent-minded Small Group Activities

NAKAYAMA Rumiko
(Department of School Education, Nara University of Education)

Abstract

This study examined means for overcoming difficulty of small group learning in large class.

According to Sekita & Yasunaga (2005), there are four "essential requirements" for successful

cooperation; (1) positive interdependence, (2) individual and group accountability, (3) promotive

interaction with facilitation of appropriate use of social skills, and (4) group processing. In this study,

the lecturer directly explained "essential requirements” to class members as common basic code of

behavior in group session, to satisfy these requirements. From regular feedback comments and class

evaluation at the end of class, certain changes had occurred in members readiness and perspective

for their learning process. Limitation of methodology and sampling were discussed.
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