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Abstract

The German Green Party was founded in January 1980 and has since consolidated its position

in the national party and parliamentary system. Some Green Politicians can trace their origin to the

student protests of 1968 and the New Left. Today, many people treat the German Green Party as

the party of the “1968 generation.” However, the German Green Party was founded as an electoral

and organizational alliance of several political groups, including conservative ecologists. Therefore,

this article aims to clarify the importance of the roles played by conservative ecologists during the

early era of the German Green Party.

This article stresses the following two points about the above-mentioned issue. First, many

activists during the early era of the German Green Party, including conservative ecologists,

belonged to the “1945 generation,” not the “1968 generation.” Second, conservative ecologists, mostly

the “1945 generation,” left the party around 1981 because of differences in not only policies but also

the “habitus” between the “1945 generation” and the “1968 generation.”
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