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Some Approaches to Human Rights Education
—Concerning Japanese character of Human Rights Education—

Shuji IKUTA
(Nara University of Education, Center for Educational Research and Development)

Abstract . The aim of this paper is to point out the problems of human rights education (HRE) by showing some
approaches to analyse Japanese characteristics of HRE and by studying about where HRE in the relation to some
relevant educational fields places, for example multicultural education or moral education. Approaches to the
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analysis about a placement of HRE are composed of two axes, "law" and "moral". The axis "law" consists of the ori-
entation to universality and individualism (law-related education, moral education) and the orientation to cultural
relativism and collectivism (multicultural education, integration education). On the other hand, the axis "moral"
consists of the orientation to relationship and morality (moral education, integration education) and the orientation
to diversity and differentiation (law-related education, multicultural education). HRE is oriented, from a point of
international human rights, toward universality and individualism. However HRE is also related to collectivity

and culture of minorities and is situated relatively in the center of the chart of two axes.

Keywords : human rights education (AMi#¥(E). law-related education (#:#(%). moral education GEfEHE).
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