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English Activities as an Integrated Study or English as a Subject?

—Attitudes of Elementary School Teachers in Nara—

YOSHIMURA Masahitod WATANABE Kazuo
(Department of English Language Education)

Abstract: The present paper reports part of minimal essentials from the results of our questionnaire survey on
the attitudes of public elementary school teachers in Nara Prefecture: 133 schools (57%) and 1158 teachers (23%)
responded to our questionnaire. Our purpose here is not to cover every aspect of the survey but to focus on and
present the teachers' attitudes toward the current elementary school English program as an integrated study
and the possible implementation of English as a subject in the future. About half of the respondents (49.4%) are
in favor of the current program and those who are opposed to it constitute 17.5%; while those in favor of English

as a subject form 31.2% and those against it 28.1%. Furthermore, it turns out that those who have experienced

the current program show stronger support for either type of program than those who have not experienced it.
The related issues that have been identified, but remain unresolved in this report will be discussed in more detail

later in a series of our forthcoming articles.
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