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The Measurement of Children’s Learning Motives
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The purpose of this study was to investigate the structure, reliability, and validity of a new
self-report scale of “children’s learning motives”. The scale consisting of 17 items was adminis-
trated to 406 fifth- and sixth-grade children and factor analysis revealed a three-factor solution.
Based on the results, three subscales were constructed : Internal motive, external motive, and ex-
ogenous motive subscales. The exogenous motive score was positively related to the internal and
external motive scores. The hopelessness score was positively related to the external score while
negatively related to the internal and exogenous motive scores. The reliability and validity of the
subscales adequately demonstrated.





