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In this paper, we have aimed to clarify the developmental process of the recognition
of natural things or phenomena in chlldhood. To attain this aim, we analysed the data
gained by personal interview test to 424 children (from four to seven years of age in Nara
Prefecture).

This test consists of four items such as follows, (1) the image of summer season, (2) the
moon, (3) see-saw, (4) cloth carp. Some important results were obtained as following :

1 The image of summer season

{1) The image of summer season of children connected with familiar objects such as
cicada and electric fan. (2) The image of summer season of children could be captured
to become more distinct and objective while they are five or six years old. (3) The image
of summer season of the children in the mountain village was poorer than that of the
children in the agricultural villages and city.
2 The image of moon

(1) More than 50% of all children understood the number of moon as one, but there
were many incorrect answeres and no-answeres. (2) Animism about moon decreased
gradually in proportion as children grew older, but a majority of at least one third of
seven-year-old children imaged, “Rabbit lives in the moon.”
3  See-saw

(1) Most of children understood the functions of see-saw, but percentage of correct
answer of children in the mountain village was lower than that of others. (2) It was very
difficult for the infants (four to five) to reason the change of balance of weight based on
principle of causality.
4 Cloth carp

(1) Animism about cloth carp decreased gradually in proportion as children grew older.
(2) It was not difficult for infants to explain the relation between flying of cloth carp and
existence of wind, but it was very difficult to explain exactly the relation between flying
of cloth carp and directions of wind.





