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DEVELOPMENT OF INDUSTRIAL LOCATION POLICY AND TENDENCY
OF INDUSTRIAL LOCATION AFTER WORLD WAR II IN JAPAN

ICHIRO KIKUCHI
Department of Geography, Nara University of Education, Nara, Japan.

The historical evolution of Japanese regional development after World War II might
be divided into the Reconstruction and Growth stage with the end of Korean disturbance
as a turning-point, The industrial location policy has originated in the Growth stage when
the industrial development plays a most active part in the regional development, and
they improve equipments and many factories begin to agglomerate upon the established
main industrial belts, They were neucleus industries of equipment style such as iron and
steel, petroleum chemistry industry that took the leadership in industrial locations from
1955 to 1965. The established main industrial belts made remarkable progress through
vigorous plant and equipment investments of enterprisers under Japanese startling high-
degree economic growth on and after 1960, while the excessive agglomeration of population
and industries and a series of bottlenecks in land and water for industries, transportation,
energy and so on have come up to the surface,

In 1967 National Multiple Purpose Plan was enacted and a strategic point development
was adopted in it with a view to checking the excessive agglomeration in great metropolises
and adjusting the regional difference in income. But the excessive agglomeration is mak-
ing steady headway as ever in the great metropolises, while they find it hard to make
their living owing to a rapidly thinning population in some of depopulation areas. They
could not help making considerable revision of the previous plan in New National Multiple
Purpose Development Plan which was established in 1972 and so the industrial location
policy too transfered from the strategic point development system to an industrial real-
location system. The machine and tool industry which has played the leading part in an
increased output of industry in Japan is spreading far and wide on the outskirts of a great
metropolis and will have a powerful effect on the future industrial location.
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