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A DEVELOPMENTAL STUDY OF CHILDREN’S SOCIAL ACCEPTANCE
IN THE CLASSROOM : (IV) A DEVELOPMENTAL ANALYSIS OF THE
BASES ON WHICH CHILDREN SELECT THEIR FRIENDS

Toshimi Ueda
Department of Psychology, Nara University of Education, Nara, Japan

There have been not a few investigations concerned, from the standpoint of develop-
mental trends, with subjective reasons by which children select their best friends, but only a
few of them dealt the data with statistical rigor. The present study represents an attempt to
explore and clarify rigorously the developmental trends observed in pupils’ subjective reasons
with special reference to the similarity factor, external propinquity factor, and utility factor,
in general sample and in mutual pairs.

Subjects were 2nd-, 4th-, 6th-, and 8th-grade pupils, 310 boys and 306 girls in all.
Sociometric test was given to them with the criterion of “best friends” and three limited
choices. Chi-square tests were conducted to evaluate the developmental trends.

An analysis and comparison of the data revealed the following findings.

(1) Similarity factor (@) increased, as predicted, with an increase of the grade level
in elementary school children, and external propinquity factor (@) in grade 6 and grade
8 decreased significantly from that of the grade 4. Utility factor (@) steadily and signifi-
cantly decreased as the grade level increased. No significant changes were found between
grade 6 and grade 8, but the developmental trends fell in the predicted direction (Table 1).

(2) Degree of agreement of the reasons presented by the mutual pairs was found to
vary, as the grade level increased. The agreement ratio (@) increased significantly from
grade 2 to grade 4, and also, from grade 4 to grade 8, as was predicted, both in boys
(Table3) and in girls (Table4 ). Increase from grade 4 to grade 6 just failed to reach the
level of statistical significance, but, as a whole, it may safely be said that the developmental

changes were in the predicted direction (Table 2).





