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What Qualities Do Elementary School Teachers Need for Teaching English Activities ?
--With emphasis on the intercultural and linguistic dimensions

Watanabe Kazuo
(Nara University of Education, Department of English)

Abstract : While admitting that it would be extremely difficult to develop intercultural competence directly in
elementary school students, we suggest that teachers must at least possess a deep awareness of international
understanding education. We expect that they should see to it in every possible way that students will be able
to recognize and respect people with different cultural backgrounds. Although we are not so sure that such an
awareness and foreign language proficiency level can be considered closely interrelated, we believe that teachers
majoring in English with a keen interest in mutual understanding and unrelenting caution against English
dominance can play a big role in teaching English activities. Teachers are expected to plan and participate in
the activities using English positively; furthermore they are expected to notice and cope with students’ learning
troubles, including mistakes and errors in English. Their English proficiency level should be kept at a level higher
than most believe: perhaps closer to Step pre-1st level, for instance.

English activities, Teachers’ English proficiency level, international understanding education
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